
The telepractice project at 
Kent State University, 
through the OMNIE  initia-
tives, began during in the 
2007-2008 school year.  
The first students to re-
ceive this service were lo-
cated in Hardin County, 
Ohio.  There were 38 stu-
dents who participated in 
the study. For half of the 
year they received their 
speech in the traditional 
manner.  For the other half 
of the year, they received 
services through teleprac-
tice.  Most students were 
seen on an individual basis 
with telepractice and small 
group when in the side-by-
side setting.   

Progress of these students 
was tracked through the 
use of progress reports, 
scores on the Goldman-
Fristoe Test of Articulation, 
and scores reported to 
NOMS (National Outcome 
Measurement System).     
The results of this research 
will be published in an up-
coming issue of the Journal 
of   Telemedicine and Tele-
care.  The title of the article 
is “A Pilot Study Comparing 
the Effectiveness of Speech 
Language Therapy  Pro-
vided by Telepractice and 
Traditional On-Site Ther-
apy” We are very excited to 
have our work viewed by 
others.   

We are currently working 
on an article based on    
research conducted during 
the 2008-2009 school year.  
In addition, we are plan-
ning more research        
opportunities for this   
summer and next school 
year.  

We want to stay in touch with 
you all year.  Please make a 
note of our email address and 
web address.  If you need to 
contact us for any reason, 
please do not hesitate.  ASK 
US ANY QUESTIONS!!  WE 
WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!!  

Questions about your child and 
their program can be directed 
to their individual therapist.  

 
Email: 

Sue Grogan-Johnson, Ph.D, CCC-SLP 

Assistant Professor at KSU 

Telepractice Coordinator 

sgrogan1@kent.edu 

 

Robin Alvares, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

eSLP/project coordinator at KSU 

ralvares@kent.edu 

Jacquelyn Taylor, M.S., CCC-SLP 

eSLP/project coordinator at KSU 

jtaylo71@kent.edu 
 

Leah Bechstein, M.S., CCC-SLP 

eSLP at BGSU 

leahdb@bgsu.edu 

 

Rodney Gabel, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

Associate Professor at BGSU 

rgabel@bgsu.edu 
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Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very 

Bad Day centers around a child named Alexander.  
He wakes up with gum in his hair and his day just 
gets worse from there.    He takes minor “disasters” 
and blows them out of proportion.  He thinks his 
day is going so badly, he just wants to move to 
Australia and says so often.  In the end, however, 
his mom assures him that everyone has bad days. 

This is an excellent book for language development.  
Not only are there recurring sentences that your 
child can repeat (“I was having a terrible, horrible, 
no good, very bad day.  I wish I could move to  
Austrailia.”) there are great concepts for discussion.  
For  example:    You can talk about how each event 
Alexander deals with is such a terrible thing.   

You can talk about feelings.  How would you feel if 
this happened to you? 

You can talk about the country of  Australia and 
how it is the same and different as the United 
States.   

Since the story takes place over an entire day, you 
can discuss different times of the day. 

Carmen Sandiego is up to her thieving ways again 
and has stolen the valuable The Travels of  Marco 

Polo book!  

Help Acme agents Hawkins and Jules track her 
down by following mysterious clues to countries 
all over the world.  

While talking to locals and gathering information 
to find Carmen, learn cool facts about each coun-
try you visit in this interactive game.  

 
The more you learn, the closer you get to catch-
ing Carmen and recovering the book!  
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Software Sites:   Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego? 

Speech and Language Telepractice 

Reader’s Corner:   

Parents are an important part of a child’s success in 
speech language therapy.     

All of the SLP’s are sending home speech therapy 
checklists, completed work, and homework assign-
ments.  If you are not receiving them, please    
contact your SLP. 

A great and easy activity to do at home is centered 
around reading to or with your child.  For young 
children, read familiar books to them.  While    
reading, ask your child to point to and label pictures 
in the book.  Also, leave words out at the end of 
sentences for your child to fill in.   

Parent’s Corner   
For older children, read a story to them and 
ask them wh– questions about the story.  Ask 
them to tell the story back to you.  If there are 
any “new” words in the story, highlight them 
and discuss their meanings.  

 

Here is a website that your that has  
online stories to read and activities to go 
along with them. 

http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/
resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks1/english/
story_telling/index.htm 

 

This book could also be used to work 
on synonyms and antonyms.  The title 
of the book provides 3 synonyms for 
bad.  Try to think of more synonyms or 
antonyms like Alexander and the    

Teriffic, Fabulous, So Good, Very Nice 

Day.   

The book is filled with  wonderful illus-
trations that you can discuss and have 
your child describe.   
 

Finally, you and your child can discuss 
when they had a terrible, horrible, no 
good, very bad day.  You can also dis-
cuss when they had a terrific, fabulous, 
so good, very nice day.   

Reading Level: 
Ages 4-8 

This is an excellent computer game to 
work on language listening skills.      
Children listen to different characters 
and obtain clues to find Carmen.  They 
must listen carefully and remember the 
information they hear to use it later in 
the game.   
 

You can work on expressive language 
skills by having your child tell you what 
he or she learned about new countries.   
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The screenshot above is an example of what your child might see during speech and language therapy.  The 
students see the speech therapist in one window and an activity is displayed in a bigger window.  For this 
particular winter activity, the student was working using verbs in sentences.  The student was able to read 
the sentences and then list verbs that would complete the sentences.  With the data sharing, the student not 
only reads the sentences, they are able to type in their own answers.  For younger children, the speech thera-
pist is able to type in the answers, and the student is able to see them immediately.  With the ability to see 
both windows, the student is able to not only complete his activity, he is able to hear and see the speech 
therapist  for feedback.  At any time, the speech therapist is able to take control of the activity.  Other activi-
ties include the use of a whiteboard, internet pages, and softeare computer activities.   
 
The software we are using for this project allows us to have very good video quality.  The movements made 
by both parties are smooth; not jerky as you might expect from videoconferencing.  The audio quality is simi-
lar to talking to someone on the phone.  When the headphones are utilized by both parties, outside noises 
and distractions are lessened and the student is able to focus more on the activity and speech therapist.   

What do the Students see?   
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Telepractice Pilot Project 
Speech and Hearing Clinic 
A104 Music and Speech Building 
Kent, OH  44721 

Kent State University 

Directions: 

1. Crack the egg into a medium sized bowl     
and beat well.  Then mix in the milk and 
vanilla extract. 

2. Put the margarine in a frying pan.  Heat 
the pan on the stovetop on medium 
heat.  It’s hot enough when the marga-
rine starts to bubble.  

3. Dunk each piece of bread in the egg mix-
ture.  Make sure the bread is totally cov-
ered. 

4. Cook the bread in the frying pan on low 
heat until the underside is light brown 
(about 5 minutes). 

5. Use a spatula to flip the bread over and 
cook again for another 5 minutes 

6. Use the spatula to transfer the French 
toast to a plate. 

7.  

Serving size:  1 slice 

Prep time:  about 15 minutes 

Ingredients: 

1 egg 

¼ cup of milk 

Dash of vanilla extract 

1 tablespoon of margarine 

2 pieces of bread 

 

Utensils: 

Medium-sized bowl 

Mixing spoon 

Frying pan 

Stove (you’ll need help from an adult) 

Spatula 

Serving plate 

Measuring cups and spoons 

 

 

Variations and suggestions:   

Eat your French toast with powdered sugar, 
cinnamon, maple syrup, jelly, or fruit on top. 

 

Nutritional analysis (per serving):** 

Calories:  162 

Protein:  6 g 

Fat:  9 g 

Carbs:  13g 

Fiber  0 g 

Cholesterol 109 mg 

Sodium  218 mg 

Calcium  80mg 

Iron  1.1 mg 

 

**Nutritional analysis may vary depending on 
ingredients or brands used.  

 

Phone: 330-672-0250 
Fax: 330-672-2643 
E-mail: sgrogan1@kent.edu  

 Fabulous French ToastFabulous French ToastFabulous French ToastFabulous French Toast    

http://ehhs.kent.edu/

telepractice/index.htm 

Bowling Green State University 
 
Telepractice Pilot Project 
Communication Sciences and Disorders 
242 Health Center 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, OH  43403 
 
Phone:  419-372-7168 
E-mail:  rgabel@bgsu.edu 
 

Recipe of  the Month 

Each month we will include a kid-friendly      
recipe for you to try with your children.   
 

Cooking is a great activity to work on vocabulary,     
sequencing, describing, and even articulation.  You 
can discuss “ingredients” (what are they, where do 
they come from, how do they feel), steps to make the 
recipe, and how it looks, tastes, feels, and smells, 
when it is finished.  
 
This month’s recipe comes from www.Kidshealth.org.  
This site not only has many different recipes, it also 
has articles on many other issues related to kids and 
teens.  The direct link for the recipe is 
http://kidshealth.org/kid/recipes/recipes/french_toast.html 


